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Planned Parenthood Operates in Full Compliance with Florida Law- Confirmed 

by 2006 Case 
Letter Underscores that Sham Investigation of Planned Parenthood by Gov. Scott was 

Politically Motivated  
 
Sarasota, FL – In correspondence sent in 2006 to the Joint Administrative 
Procedures Committee, AHCA Assistant General Counsel, Lorraine Novak confirmed 
that procedures performed by Florida Planned Parenthood affiliates, and 
misrepresented by Governor Rick Scott and AHCA as second trimester abortions, 
are, in fact, first trimester procedures done in full compliance with state laws and 
regulations.  Despite claims by Governor Rick Scott that three of Florida Planned 
Parenthood’s clinics were operating unlawfully, the correspondence proves AHCA 
agreed with Planned Parenthood’s delineation of gestational age in termination 
procedures and revised its rule to include the definition of first trimester that 
Planned Parenthood proposed and proffered through medical experts and 
literature.  Novak stated: “it was clear from the medical professionals that the term 
‘first twelve weeks of pregnancy’ and ‘first 14 completed weeks from the last normal 
menstrual period’ are used interchangeably by physicians, and in fact describe the 
same time period with the same ending point.”   
 
Statement from Barbara Zdravecky, CEO, Planned Parenthood of Southwest 
and Central Florida: 
 
“This letter vindicates what Planned Parenthood has stated unequivocally: that all 
Florida Planned Parenthood health centers including the health centers cited in St. 
Petersburg, Ft. Myers and Naples, are operating in full compliance with state law as 
well as best practices in reproductive health care. The claim that any Planned 
Parenthood health centers are performing procedures we are not licensed 
to perform is false and seemingly stems from AHCA, under the Scott administration, 
ignoring its own rules and definitions of gestational periods.  “ 
 
“Nearly a decade ago, state officials made it clear that Planned Parenthood is 
operating fully within the law, and nothing has changed. This only underscores that 
Governor Scott’s sham investigation of Planned Parenthood health centers was 
motivated by politics rather than a legitimate public health concern.  AHCA’s 
unprecedented position that these procedures—accepted as first trimester 
procedures for nearly ten years—are now second trimester procedures is 
disingenuous and constitute a wholly unwarranted political attack. “ 
 

http://www.japc.state.fl.us/correspondence/59A_9.023LR082406_138069.pdf


In 34 percent of Florida's counties, women don't even have an OB/GYN. In fact, 
Governor Scott has signed five pieces of anti-women’s health legislation into law 
while in office, and it's outrageous he's using what should be routine inspections as 
an opportunistic way to further restrict women's access to health care. 
 
“Planned Parenthood’s rigorous medical standards and guidelines are informed by 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the American College of 
Obstetricians and Gynecologists, the Society for Family Planning, other 
professional organizations and published literature.  
 
At the federal and state levels, there are multiple agencies that oversee and regulate 
Planned Parenthood health care providers—and we don’t stop there. Planned 
Parenthood health centers go through an accreditation process, with 
rigorous standards, regular review and inspections, and ongoing training. We 
constantly evaluate new research in the field, new recommendations from medical 
associations, new technologies, and feedback from patients, experts, and regulators 
to continually improve our practices.” 
 
For more information on estimating gestational periods, see information from the 
American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists HERE.  

https://www.acog.org/-/media/Committee-Opinions/Committee-on-Obstetric-Practice/co611.pdf?dmc=1&ts=20141218T0646129888

